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A PROPOSED aGENDA

❖ Intro - Why this Topic?

❖ Framing Considerations

❖ Nancy Krar: Non-Fiction, Short Fiction & fine arts

❖ Matt Sauer: Project Based Learning: 

Voices from the margins

❖ Kevin McBean: Purple Hibiscus 

❖ Karen Jacobsen: the God of Small Things and 

Experiences of Felt Sense

❖ Questions and Discussion
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“You will never make colonialism blush for 

shame by spreading out little-known cultural 

treasures under its eyes.” 

(Frantz Fanon, 1963, 223)



A Popular Framework

https://www.tandembayarea.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/
Mirrors-Windows-Doors-graphic-e1608333796475.png



A Bit More Nuanced

Chitra Soundar: 
https://www.tokabox.com/blog/books-are
-like-mirrors-windows-and-doors



Reflection

How might a book benefit and/or harm

- A specific reader of the book?

- The society in which this reader will live and contribute

- The planet in which this reader will live and contribute



Four Cases to Consider: how Might the book work 

as mirror, window and door for each reader

1. A white, middle-class, heterosexual male reading a book written by and 
about a white, urban, middle-class male experience

2. A white, middle-class, heterosexual male reading a book written by and 
largely about a black, female or non-binary experience living in rural 
Somaliland .

3. A black, Somalian, female refugee in Canada, reading a book written by 
and about a white, middle-class male experience

4. A black, Somalian, female refugee in Canada reading a book written by and 
largely about a black, Somalian, female or non-binary experience living in 
rural Somaliland



Complexifying Mirrors

René 

Magritte

The False Mirror (1928)
Reproduction Prohibited (1937)

The Good, the Bad 

and The Ugly of 

Reflection



Windows?

The World of Images (1950)
The Looking Glass (1963)

The Human Condition (1933)



And More Windows?

  In Praise of Dialectics (1936) 

The Time of the Harvest (1959)

 Month of the Grape Harvest?



Doors

Unexpected Answer (1933)

The Poison  (1939)

or…. Fortune Telling  

The Invisible World (1954) 



The Treachery of Images (1929) 

Books do not Reflect Reality 

- They Are works of Art



Selection as a Balancing Act

Comfort with the familiar   Willingness to allow unfamiliar to open text

Local Perspectives/Issues Global Perspectives / Issues

Issues of social justice    Appreciation of Strengths and Differences

Literary Merit   Depth and Value of Questions raised

Comfort zone of readers Affective value of difference/disturbance

Necessary Contextual Knowledge Enough to Provoke questions vs. Indoctrinate

Invitation to differences   Orientalism / Exoticization / Romanticism



What Literature?




